
SENATE BILL 19-187 

BY SENATOR(S) Lee and Gardner, Tate; 
also REPRESENTATIVE(S) Bird and McKean, Arndt, Bockenfeld, 
Herod, Lontine, Michaelson Jenet, Valdez A., Becker. 

CONCERNING COMMISSIONS ON JUDICIAL PERFORMANCE. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado: 

SECTION 1. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 13-5.5-101, amend 
(1)(b), (1)(c), (2)(a), and (2)(b) as follows: 

13-5.5-101. Legislative declaration. (1) It is the intent of the 
general assembly to provide: 

(b) Information to the people of Colorado regarding the performance 
of judges AND justices and senior judges throughout the state; and 

(c) Transparency and accountability for judges AND justices and 
for judgk throughout the state of Colorado. 

(2) Therefore, the general assembly finds and declares that it is in 
the public interest and is a matter of statewide concern to: 
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(a) Provide judges AND justices and scnioi judgcs with useful 
information concerning their own performances, along with training 
resources to improve judicial performance as necessary; 

(b) Establish a comprehensive system of evaluating judicial 
performance to provide persons voting on the retention of judges AND 

justices and scnior judgcs with fair, responsible, and constructive 
information about individual judicial performance; 

SECTION 2. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 13-5.5-102, amend (9); 
and repeal (13) as follows: 

13-5.5-102. Definitions. As used in this article 5.5, unless the 
context otherwise requires: 

(9) "Judge" includes all active and-s-errityr judges. as dcfine 
su scction ( ) of this section. 

(13) ILS-enforjudgeiHneans-a-retiredho-has-rettirned-to 
t inprri ary judicialuti s pursuant to  

SECTION 3. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 13-5.5-104, amend 
(5)(b) as follows: 

13-5.5-104. State commission on judicial performance - district 
commissions on judicial performance - established - membership -
terms - immunity - conflicts - repeal. (5) (b) The original appointing 
authority shall fill any vacancy on a commission, but a commissioner shall 
not serve more than two full terms including any balance remaining on an 
unexpired term if the initial appointment was to fill a vacancy. Within five 
days after a vacancy arises on a commission, the commission with the 
vacancy shall notify the original appointing authority of the vacancy. The 
original appointing authority shall make an appointment within forty-five 
days after the date of the vacancy. If the original appointing authority fails 
to make the appointment within forty-five days after the date of the 
vacancy, the governor STATE COMMISSION shall make the appointment. 

SECTION 4. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 13-5.5-105, amend 
(2)(d)(I), (2)(d)(III), and (2)(h)(II); and add (2)(d)(I.5) as follows: 
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13-5.5-105. Powers and duties of the state and district 
commissions - rules. (2) In addition to other powers conferred and duties 
imposed upon the state commission by this article 5.5 and section 
13-5.5-106, the state commission has the following powers and duties: 

(d) (I) To develop surveys for persons affccted by TO EVALUATE THE 

PERFORMANCE OF justices and judges, WHICH SURVEYS ARE COMPLETED BY 

rNDIVIDUALS WHO INTERACT WITH THE COURT, including but not limited to 
attorneys, jurors, represented and unrepresented litigants; law enforcement 
personnel; attorneys within the district attorneys' and public defenders' 
offices, employees of the court, court interpreters, employees of probation 
offices, AND employees of local departments of social services; and victims 
of crimes, as defined in section 24-4.1-302 (5); 

(I.5) THE SURVEYS DEVELOPED PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION (2)(d)(I) 
OF THIS SECTION ARE TO BE DISTRIBUTED PRIMARILY THROUGH ELECTRONIC 

MEANS, AND THE STATE COMMISSION SHALL MAKE EFFORTS TO LOCATE 

ELECTRONIC MAIL ADDRESSES FOR THE PARTIES IDENTIFIED IN SAID 

SUBSECTION. 

(III) To develop rules, guidelines, and procedures to provide 
attorneys, pro se i igan s, and clients INTERESTED PARTIES with accessible 
and timely opportunities to review the surveys developed pursuant to this 
subsection (2)(d); and 

(h) To promulgate rules pursuant to section 13-5.5-106 concerning: 

(II) The creation of a standards matrix OR SCORECARD related to the 
performance evaluation criteria set forth in section 13-5.5-107, and a cleat 
description of the  thresholds for tin iecommcirdations of ' 
ptrforntance-stan.dardll-or-u-drres-not-  meet-perforn-ranre-standardlLand-how 
that-infornraticrr vgil-l-be-nrade-availabie-terthe public; and 

SECTION 5. In Colorado Revised Statutes, repeal 13-5.5-111 as 
follows: 

13-5.5-111. Judicial performance evaluations - senior judges. 
. 

*3' year following the initiappointment of a senior judgeo 
the bench through pursuant to section 24-51-1105,t e state 
commission-shaii-conduet-zr performance-evaltration-of-the-s-enierr-j-n-dge 
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basecl-orr thettdieial-performanee-evaltratiorr criteria-set-fen-fir irr section 
-1-3-575---1-8-The-state-commissiorr-shal-l-complete-the-perforn-ranee 
eraltration-of streir s-erricrj-trd-ge-ancl-mmmunie-ate-the-rtht-e-chrerrrativeicrthe 
clncf strce no latcitl ran days prior c CX`ii a run oftllc scniur 
judgets-e-ontraet-forthat year7T-ht-narrative-mustinefude-arr assessmentaf 
th-e-seniorjudges-strengths-and-wealtn-esses-with-respeet-to-the- judicial 
performarree-eraitratiorr erittria sct forthin 'on 13-5.5-107. 

(-2)---The-stat-e-commissiorrshali-make-a-recommerrdatiorr 
fustiee--of--the-eaforatfo-supreme-court--regarding-thre-senfor-j-udges 
performanc-e7-Ti-re-rerommerrdations-musthe-sterted---ers-arrreets-perforrnarret 
standard" or "docs not mcct pctforrnance standard". 

SECTION 6. Safety clause. The general assembly hereby finds, 
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?) --- 
oy M. Garcia 

PRESIDENT OF 
THE SENATE 
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(--- 
STATE OF COLORADO 

determines, and declares that this act is necessary for the immediate 
preservation of the public peace, health, and safety. 

keAg‹.".E.,__,  
KC Becker 

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES 

e4de 'of .7)(4411.0eLe_  
Cindi L. Markwell 
SECRETARY OF 
THE SENATE 

6C-czede,,e-s2J   
Marilyn Eddins 

CHIEF CLERK OF THE HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES 

APPROVED  Al  -z9, wry S- /:tz pi  
( (Date and Time) 
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